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Who	
  are	
  we?	
  

§  A	
  body	
  of	
  volunteers	
  to	
  represent	
  >1000	
  world-­‐wide	
  
scientists,	
  post-­‐docs,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  students	
  who	
  are	
  
conducting	
  their	
  research	
  at	
  RHIC/AGS	
  complex	
  

67% 

27% 

4% 2% 

total # of users: 1453 

RHIC program 
NSRL 
TANDEM 
ATF 



Who	
  are	
  we?	
  
§  Elected	
  members	
  from	
  the	
  pool	
  of	
  RHIC/AGS	
  users,	
  

including	
  both	
  on-­‐site	
  staffs	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  people	
  from	
  other	
  
universities	
  and	
  institutions	
  

§  Appointed	
  members	
  to	
  balance	
  the	
  representations	
  for	
  all	
  
facilities,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  other	
  groups	
  



Position	
   Time	
   Home	
  inst	
   Program	
  

Mei	
  Bai	
   Chair	
   6/12-­‐6/13	
   BNL	
   Collider/PHENIX	
  

Paul	
  Sorensen	
  	
   Chair-­‐elect	
   6/12-­‐6/13	
   BNL	
   RHIC:STAR	
  

Peter	
  Steinberg	
   Past	
  chair	
   6/12-­‐6/13	
   BNL	
   RHIC:PHENIX	
  

Cesar	
  Luiz	
  da	
  Silva	
  	
   member	
   6/11	
  -­‐	
  6/14	
  	
   LosAlamos	
   RHIC:PHENIX	
  

Pibero	
  Djawotho	
  	
   member	
   6/12	
  -­‐	
  6/15	
  	
   Texas	
  A&M	
   RHIC:STAR	
  

Brant	
  Johnson	
   member	
   6/10	
  -­‐	
  6/13	
  	
   BNL	
   RHIC:PHENIX	
  

Lijuan	
  Ruan	
   member	
   6/10	
  -­‐	
  6/13	
  	
   BNL	
   RHIC:STAR	
  

Anne	
  Sickles	
  	
   member	
   6/11	
  -­‐	
  6/14	
  	
   BNL	
   RHIC:PHENIX	
  

Jim	
  Thomas	
  	
   member	
   6/12	
  -­‐	
  6/15	
  	
   LBL	
   RHIC:STAR	
  

Gang	
  Wang	
  	
   member	
   6/10	
  -­‐	
  6/13	
  	
   UC@LA	
   RHIC:STAR	
  

Zhangbu	
  Xu	
  	
   member	
   6/11	
  -­‐	
  6/14	
  	
   BNL	
   RHIC:STAR	
  

Daniel	
  Cebra	
  	
   Appt.	
  member	
   6/12	
  -­‐	
  6/14	
  	
   UC@Davis	
   RHIC:STAR	
  

James	
  Rosenzweig	
  	
   Appt.	
  member	
   6/12	
  -­‐	
  6/14	
  	
   UC@LA	
   ATF	
  

Murad	
  Sarsour	
  	
   Appt.	
  member	
   6/12	
  -­‐	
  6/14	
  	
   Georgia	
  State	
  	
   RHIC:PHENIX	
  

Kolja	
  Kauder	
  	
   Stu/Post-­‐doc	
  Rep	
   6/12	
  -­‐	
  6/13	
   Univ.	
  Illinois	
   RHIC:STAR	
  

Maya	
  Shimomura	
  	
   Stu/Post-­‐doc	
  Rep	
   6/12	
  -­‐	
  6/13	
   Iowa	
  State	
   RHIC:PHENIX	
  



Who	
  are	
  we?	
  
§  Elected/Appointed	
  members	
  from	
  the	
  pool	
  of	
  RHIC/AGS	
  

users,	
  including	
  both	
  on-­‐site	
  staffs	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  people	
  from	
  
other	
  universities	
  and	
  institutions	
  

§  Executive-­‐officio	
  members	
  from	
  BNL	
  senior	
  management	
  
•  Doon	
  Gibbs,	
  Director	
  of	
  BNL	
  
•  Tom	
  Ludlam,	
  Chair	
  of	
  Physics	
  Dept.	
  of	
  BNL	
  	
  
•  Berndt	
  Mueller,	
  ALD	
  of	
  Nuclear	
  Particle	
  Physics	
  Directorate	
  	
  
•  Phil	
  Pile,	
  Head	
  of	
  Experiment	
  &	
  Support	
  Div.	
  of	
  C-­‐A	
  Dept.	
  	
  
•  Thomas	
  Roser,	
  Chair	
  of	
  C-­‐A	
  Dept	
  

§  Administrative	
  experts	
  from	
  BNL	
  Guest/Visitor	
  center	
  
•  Kathleen	
  Nasta,	
  manager	
  of	
  GUV	
  center	
  
•  Kelly	
  Guiffreda,	
  administrator	
  of	
  RHIC/AGS	
  User	
  center	
  
•  Angela	
  Melocoton,	
  supervisor	
  of	
  GUV	
  center	
  



Functions	
  of	
  RHIC/AGS	
  UEC	
  
§  Work	
  with	
  BNL	
  Guest/Visitor	
  center	
  to	
  help	
  the	
  researchers	
  

from	
  all	
  over	
  the	
  world	
  who	
  come	
  to	
  BNL	
  to	
  use	
  the	
  RHIC	
  
accelerator	
  facilities,	
  collider,	
  the	
  AGS,	
  Tandem	
  Van	
  de	
  
Graaff,	
  NASA	
  Radition	
  Lab(NSRL),	
  and	
  the	
  Accelerator	
  Test	
  
Facliity(ATF)	
  

§  Provide	
  an	
  organized	
  channel	
  for	
  the	
  communication	
  
between	
  BNL	
  management	
  and	
  users	
  
•  To	
  inform	
  the	
  BNL	
  management	
  the	
  needs	
  and	
  desires	
  of	
  

those	
  who	
  actively	
  engaged	
  in	
  the	
  leading	
  research	
  projects	
  
•  Inform	
  user	
  community	
  with	
  BNL	
  management’s	
  current	
  and	
  

future	
  plans	
  for	
  the	
  laboratory	
  
•  Work	
  with	
  BNL	
  management	
  to	
  promote	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  life	
  of	
  

users	
  

§  Outreach	
  to	
  advocate	
  for	
  science	
  at	
  RHIC/AGS	
  facilities	
  



Working	
  Groups	
  of	
  RHIC/AGS	
  UEC	
  

§  Site	
  Access	
  &	
  Science	
  (SAS)	
  
•  Work	
  with	
  BNL	
  Guest/Visitor	
  center	
  to	
  help	
  the	
  users	
  to	
  have	
  

smooth	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  campus	
  

§  Funding,	
  Politics	
  &	
  Programmatics	
  (FPP)	
  

§  Meetings,	
  Communication	
  &	
  Outreach	
  (MCO)	
  

§  Quality	
  of	
  Life	
  



Significant	
  events	
  in	
  the	
  past	
  year	
  

§  NSAC’s	
  charge	
  to	
  provide	
  advice	
  on	
  implementing	
  priorities	
  
and	
  recommendations	
  of	
  the	
  2007	
  NSAC	
  Long	
  Range	
  Plan	
  in	
  
the	
  light	
  of	
  projected	
  budgetary	
  constraints	
  and	
  for	
  guidance	
  
on	
  developing	
  a	
  plan	
  to	
  implement	
  the	
  highest	
  priority	
  science	
  
in	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  likely	
  funding	
  and	
  world-­‐wide	
  capabilities	
  

Letter	
  from	
  NSAC	
  chair	
  Dr.	
  Geesman	
  to	
  Prof.	
  Tribble	
  	
  Of	
  Texas	
  A&M,	
  the	
  chair	
  of	
  sub-­‐committee	
  



Action	
  from	
  UEC	
  	
  
§  Launched	
  a	
  pledge	
  in	
  the	
  fall	
  of	
  2012	
  within	
  RHIC	
  

community	
  to	
  encourage	
  people	
  to	
  provide	
  their	
  point	
  
view	
  on	
  the	
  essential	
  aspects	
  of	
  RHIC	
  science	
  from	
  their	
  
expertise	
  through	
  the	
  communication	
  channel	
  provided	
  
by	
  the	
  sub-­‐committee	
  through	
  website.	
  



Action	
  from	
  UEC	
  	
  

§  Launched	
  a	
  pledge	
  in	
  the	
  fall	
  of	
  2012	
  within	
  RHIC	
  community	
  to	
  
encourage	
  people	
  to	
  provide	
  their	
  point	
  view	
  on	
  the	
  essential	
  aspects	
  
of	
  RHIC	
  science	
  from	
  their	
  expertise	
  through	
  the	
  communication	
  
channel	
  provided	
  by	
  the	
  sub-­‐committee	
  through	
  website	
  

§  2012	
  DC	
  Town	
  meeting	
  on	
  Heavy	
  Ions:	
  	
  
•  Part	
  of	
  RHIC/AGS	
  UEC	
  Open	
  Forum	
  meeting	
  
•  Organized	
  and	
  led	
  by	
  Paul	
  Sorensen	
  
•  More	
  than	
  250	
  people	
  attended	
  
•  Focused	
  on	
  the	
  significance	
  of	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  sub-­‐committee	
  charge	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  RHIC	
  physics	
  case	
  



Action	
  from	
  UEC	
  	
  
§  Launched	
  a	
  pledge	
  in	
  the	
  fall	
  of	
  2012	
  within	
  RHIC	
  community	
  to	
  encourage	
  

people	
  to	
  provide	
  their	
  point	
  view	
  on	
  the	
  essential	
  aspects	
  of	
  RHIC	
  science	
  
from	
  their	
  expertise	
  through	
  the	
  communication	
  channel	
  provided	
  by	
  the	
  sub-­‐
committee	
  through	
  website	
  

§  2012	
  DC	
  Town	
  meeting	
  on	
  Heavy	
  Ions:	
  	
  

§  Petition	
  letter	
  to	
  NSAC	
  sub-­‐committee	
  
•  Initiated	
  and	
  led	
  by	
  Peter	
  Steinberg,	
  also	
  strongly	
  supported	
  

by	
  BNL	
  management:	
  Marge	
  Lynch(ALD	
  of	
  community	
  
education,	
  government	
  and	
  public	
  affairs)	
  and	
  Doon	
  
Gibbs(Lab	
  director)	
  

•  To	
  emphasis	
  the	
  excellence	
  and	
  importance	
  of	
  current	
  RHIC	
  
program	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  its	
  future	
  

•  A	
  total	
  of	
  744	
  signatures	
  were	
  collected!	
  And	
  letter	
  was	
  
delivered	
  to	
  the	
  sub-­‐committee	
  before	
  their	
  Jan.	
  meeting	
  



Action	
  from	
  UEC	
  	
  



Outreach	
  for	
  RHIC	
  science	
  

§  Nuclear	
  Physics	
  DC	
  Day	
  
•  Joint	
  capitol	
  hill	
  visit	
  among	
  all	
  three	
  major	
  NP	
  facility	
  

labs	
  (BNL,	
  Jlab	
  and	
  FRIB)	
  on	
  May	
  6,	
  2013	
  
•  Organized	
  by	
  the	
  lobbyists	
  from	
  all	
  three	
  labs	
  

-­‐  Paul	
  Doucette,	
  Shawn	
  Smeallie,	
  Sarah	
  Walter,	
  Greg	
  
Kubiak,	
  …	
  



Preparation	
  for	
  Capitol	
  Hill	
  Visit	
  
§  From	
  the	
  training	
  by	
  Paul	
  Doucette	
  and	
  Shawn	
  Smeallie	
  



Outreach	
  for	
  RHIC	
  science	
  

§  Nuclear	
  Physics	
  DC	
  Day	
  
•  Joint	
  capitol	
  hill	
  visit	
  among	
  all	
  three	
  major	
  NP	
  facility	
  

labs	
  (BNL,	
  Jlab	
  and	
  FRIB)	
  on	
  May	
  6,	
  2013	
  
•  Organized	
  by	
  the	
  lobbyists	
  from	
  all	
  three	
  labs	
  

-­‐  Paul	
  Doucette,	
  Shawn	
  Smeallie,	
  Sarah	
  Walter	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  Greg	
  Kubiak,	
  …	
  

•  Goal	
  is	
  to	
  advocate	
  for	
  Nuclear	
  Physics	
  to	
  make	
  sure	
  our	
  
nation’s	
  policy	
  makers	
  aware	
  of	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  
nuclear	
  physics	
  research	
  to	
  the	
  national	
  interest	
  as	
  well	
  
as	
  economic	
  growth	
  

•  A	
  total	
  of	
  34	
  users	
  from	
  RHIC	
  community	
  joined	
  the	
  
effort	
  and	
  visited	
  91	
  offices	
  ranging	
  over	
  21	
  states	
  



Nuclear	
  Physics	
  DC	
  Day	
  

§  A	
  total	
  of	
  34	
  users	
  from	
  RHIC	
  community	
  joined	
  the	
  
effort	
  and	
  visited	
  91	
  offices	
  ranging	
  over	
  21	
  states	
  

California, 8 offices 
Colorado, 4 offices 
 
Connecticut, 3 offices 
 
Florida, 2 offices 
 
Idaho, 3 offices 
 
Illinois, 5 offices 
 
Indiana, 7 offices 
Iowa, 3 offices 

California, 8 offices 
Colorado, 4 offices 
 
Connecticut, 3 offices 
 
Florida, 2 offices 
 
Idaho, 3 offices 
 
Illinois, 5 offices 
 
Indiana, 7 offices 
Iowa, 3 offices 

California, 8 offices 
Colorado, 4 offices 
 
Connecticut, 3 offices 
 
Florida, 2 offices 
 
Idaho, 3 offices 
 
Illinois, 5 offices 
 
Indiana, 7 offices 
Iowa, 3 offices 
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Quality of life at BNL 
§  Continue	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  watchdog	
  for	
  the	
  onsite	
  QOL	
  issues	
  

•  The	
  latest	
  announcement	
  of	
  closing	
  the	
  weekend/evening	
  food	
  
service	
  at	
  BNL	
  center	
  (Monday	
  Memo	
  on	
  March	
  11,	
  2012)	
  	
  has	
  an	
  
negative	
  impact	
  on	
  BNL	
  guests/users	
  

The	
  long-­‐term	
  need	
  for	
  the	
  Brookhaven	
  
Center	
  Club's	
  food	
  and	
  beverage	
  service	
  
is	
  being	
  evaluated.	
  During	
  the	
  six-­‐month	
  
extension,	
  the	
  Center	
  Club	
  will	
  continue	
  
to	
  operate.	
  It	
  originally	
  opened	
  as	
  an	
  
evening	
  food	
  service	
  option	
  for	
  people	
  
living	
  in	
  on-­‐site	
  housing.	
  While	
  we	
  
remain	
  sensitive	
  to	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  our	
  
guests	
  and	
  users,	
  the	
  reality	
  is	
  that	
  
demand	
  from	
  on-­‐site	
  residents	
  is	
  
insufficient	
  to	
  cover	
  the	
  labor	
  cost	
  on	
  
most	
  nights.	
  

Brookhaven	
  Science	
  ssociates'	
  (BSA)	
  
contract	
  with	
  Nayyarsons	
  to	
  provide	
  food	
  
services	
  at	
  the	
  Laboratory	
  was	
  scheduled	
  
to	
  end	
  today,	
  March	
  11.	
  
Weekend	
  cafeteria	
  service	
  –	
  Demand	
  for	
  
food	
  service	
  on	
  Saturdays	
  and	
  Sundays	
  is	
  
insufficient	
  to	
  cover	
  minimum	
  labor	
  costs.	
  
The	
  cafeteria	
  will	
  therefore	
  close	
  on	
  
weekends	
  effective	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  month.	
  



Quality of life at BNL 
§  Continue	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  watchdog	
  for	
  the	
  onsite	
  QOL	
  issues.	
  

•  The	
  latest	
  announcement	
  (Monday	
  Memo	
  on	
  March	
  11,	
  2012)	
  	
  
of	
  closing	
  the	
  weekend/evening	
  food	
  service	
  at	
  BNL	
  center	
  has	
  
an	
  negative	
  impact	
  on	
  BNL	
  guests/users	
  

•  Quick	
  response	
  from	
  UEC	
  by	
  a	
  survey	
  put	
  together	
  by	
  Paul	
  
Sorensen,	
  and	
  within	
  24	
  hours,	
  a	
  total	
  of	
  205	
  responses	
  were	
  
received!	
  



Quality of life at BNL: Results of Users Poll 
(from Paul Sorensen) 



Quality of life at BNL 
§  Continue	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  watchdog	
  for	
  the	
  onsite	
  QOL	
  issues	
  

•  The	
  latest	
  announcement	
  of	
  closing	
  the	
  weekend/evening	
  
food	
  service	
  at	
  BNL	
  center	
  (Monday	
  Memo	
  on	
  March	
  11,	
  2012)	
  	
  
has	
  an	
  negative	
  impact	
  on	
  BNL	
  guests/users	
  

•  Quick	
  response	
  from	
  UEC	
  by	
  a	
  survey	
  put	
  together	
  by	
  Paul	
  
Sorensen,	
  and	
  within	
  24	
  hours,	
  ~200	
  responses	
  were	
  
received!	
  

•  These	
  results	
  were	
  delivered	
  to	
  the	
  lab	
  management	
  together	
  
with	
  the	
  user	
  groups	
  in	
  NSLS	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  CFN.	
  They	
  were	
  
impressed	
  with	
  our	
  survey	
  results	
  and	
  responded	
  quickly	
  with	
  
open	
  meeting	
  lab-­‐wide.	
  



Outreach	
  for	
  RHIC	
  science	
  
§  Work	
  with	
  Karen	
  McNulty	
  Walsh	
  from	
  BNL	
  public	
  affairs	
  to	
  

collect	
  RHIC	
  alumni	
  stories	
  http://www.bnl.gov/rhic/education.asp	
  

•  Currently	
  featured	
  with	
  Cloudant	
  trio	
  of	
  Hoffman,Kocoloski,	
  
Miller,	
  who	
  were	
  part	
  of	
  STAR,	
  and	
  Johan	
  Conzalez	
  who	
  now	
  
design	
  algorithms	
  for	
  analyzing	
  data	
  from	
  radar	
  sensors	
  here	
  
on	
  Earth—the	
  kind	
  the	
  military	
  use	
  to	
  keep	
  us	
  safe	
  from	
  more	
  
threatening	
  "smashups."	
  

	
  
	
  

§  Please	
  contact	
  Karen	
  at	
  kmcnulty@bnl.gov	
  to	
  share	
  your	
  
story!!!	
  

	
  
 



Conclusions 

§  The	
  RHIC/AGS	
  Users	
  Group	
  is	
  your	
  voice	
  
•  With	
  BNL	
  management,	
  to	
  improve	
  access	
  to	
  BNL	
  and	
  quality	
  of	
  life	
  
•  And	
  to	
  work	
  with	
  your	
  colleagues	
  to	
  promote	
  RHIC	
  science	
  The	
  

RHIC/AGS	
  UEC	
  is	
  a	
  means	
  to	
  help	
  you	
  do	
  this	
  

§  Please	
  get	
  involved	
  by	
  running	
  for	
  UEC	
  elections	
  as	
  a	
  
member	
  or	
  for	
  chair	
  !	
  

§  Please	
  get	
  involved	
  by	
  coming	
  to	
  open	
  meetings!	
  Please	
  
get	
  involved	
  by	
  writing	
  for	
  Inside	
  RHIC!	
  And	
  we	
  are	
  always	
  
open	
  to	
  new	
  ideas!	
  

RHIC/AGS	
  Users	
  Group	
  is	
  absolutely	
  essential	
  for	
  the	
  success	
  
of	
  RHIC	
  program,	
  present	
  and	
  many	
  years	
  to	
  come!	
  

conclusions	
  from	
  Peter	
  Steinberg’s	
  last	
  year	
  UEC	
  	
  summary:	
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  her	
  help	
  on	
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§  Users	
  who	
  volunteered	
  their	
  time	
  to	
  help	
  us	
  to	
  advocate	
  
for	
  science	
  at	
  RHIC	
  	
  
•  Reach	
  out	
  to	
  NSAC	
  sub-­‐commitee	
  
•  join	
  the	
  capitol	
  hill	
  visit	
  
•  Visit	
  their	
  local	
  representatives	
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